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Cedarhurst focuses on education in the arts
Cedarhurst offers
programming for both
children and adults
BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Understanding the core concepts of art and building
upon that, art can open up a
new world for many.
Cedarhurst Center for the
Arts has always striven to
provide some educational
aspect in nearly every program that they host. Rusty
Freeman, Director of Visual Arts at Cedarhurst, explained what role education
plays in a public museum.
“Education is the focus of
any public museum, be they
history, science, or the visual arts. Art museums are
more like libraries. We offer carefully selected historical artifacts from the past
that the public can study
from a number of perspectives. More than a library,
art museums are public
trusts, which means they
have a responsibility to hold
in their collections the best
works of art from our collective past and to elucidate
and present those works as
History with a capital H,”
Freeman said. “Our role is
even more important in the
age of social media, because
the discourse of social media evolved from the printed
word and the painted image.
As a historian once said, the
past is prologue. Knowing
where America came from,
we might imagine where it is
headed in the future. The art
collections offer this kind of
education and more.”
Director of Education
Jennifer Sarver explained
the in-school art instruction
program that Cedarhurst
offers.
“Our goal is mission
driven, in that it provides opportunities in the arts. Many

schools in our region do not
have a formal program in
the arts. It is my hope that
our outreach helps fill that
gap. Cedarhurst offers a variety of hands-on art experiences for students throughout the Southern Illinois
region,”Sarver said. “From
Navajo clay projects to painting like Claude Monet, 3,998
students participated in
these programs during the
2018-2019 school year.”
Schools that participated
in last year’s programming
included Ashley, Bethel,
Carbondale New School,
Centralia Junior High, Clay
City, Du Quoin Elementary,
Farrington, Grand Prairie,
Hall PreK, Lincoln Attendance Center, Longfellow
Marion, Mount Erie, New
Horizon, North Clay, Oakdale, Pleasant View Baptist,
Rome Grade, Selmaville,
Sesser-Valier, South Central,
St. Bruno, St. Mary, Thompsonville, Trinity Lutheran,
Vandalia, Waltonville, West
Frankfort, Willow Grove and
Woodlawn.
Cedarhurst’s Performing Art Series also reached
many students.
“From seeing a play adaptation of the book, The
Diary of Anne Frank, to
learning about science and
technology, with a drone science program, our School
Performing Arts series offers students an exciting
array of educational performances that connect with
our area school’s curriculum,” Sarver said. “Last year
we had over 3,500 students
visit Cedarhurst to experience our school performing
arts series.”
Director of the Shrode Art
Center Carrie Gibbs said
that the center hosts art
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PERFORMING ARTS SERIES — American Eagle Productions previously performed a stage version of The Diary of Anne Frank for students and educators
from various local schools. Last year over 3,500 students visited Cedarhurst to experience the school performing arts series.
classes for children.
“Throughout the school
year I teach our second to
fifth grade after school art
class: ArtTime. We learn
how to work with clay, painting, drawing, mixed media
and printmaking,” Gibbs
said. “On Wednesday mornings I teach our 1 1/2 to
3-year-old ABC & Art class.
We sing songs, create an
art project, read a story and
explore new ideas through
art, music, language and the
changing seasons around
us.”
Gibbs also helps run various adult classes including
Clay and Cocktails, glass fusing, Henna, Tye-Dye, throwing on the potter’s wheel
and hand-building clay techniques
“I find it interesting that
introductory level adult art
classes and children’s art
classes focus on learning the
same elements and principles. Everyone has to start
from the same basic starting point. My teaching style
Please see Cedarhurst, Page 2J
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LEARNING THROUGH ART — The Bonan Permanent Collection at Cedarhurst Center for the Arts is one of the
many key educational opportunities at the museum. Currently An Enduring Legacy: Masterpieces from the Mitchell Museum at Cedarhurst is being showcased in the gallery.
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Shirley’s Shuttle
618-242-1680

4324 Sassafras • Mt. Vernon, IL •

March 14, 2020 - Saturday - Patti’s & Variety TheatreGrand Rivers Kentucky Visit Patti’s for lunch and a show at the Variety Theatre.

Cost includes lunch,show and transportation.
REGISTER NOW!!! COST $120.00 per person

March 28, 2020 - Saturday - Charlie and the Chocolate FactoryFabulous Fox Theatre - This is a new Broadway musical. Cost includes
dinner at The Fox, the show and transportation.

REGISTER NOW!!! COST $165.00 per person

April 16, 2020 - Thursday - CAT’S - Fabulous Fox Theatre CAT’S is
the record breaking musical spectacular by Andrew Lloyd Webber that has
captivated audiences in over 30 countries and 15 languages. Cost includes
dinner at The Fox, the show and transportation.
REGISTER NOW!!! COST $165.00 per person

April 30, 2020 - Thursday - Mystery Trip - Saturday -

Join Shirley for a
fun trip - We cannot tell you where we are going - It is a surprise! We have never
been here before . . . Be one of the first, save your seat today. Cost is for lunch
and transportation.

REGISTER NOW!!! COST $105.00 per person

May 2, 2020 - Saturday, Josephine’s - Mother’s Day Lunch

This is a fun day with mother’s, sister’s, family and friends. Have lunch at a very
special place while you also have fun shopping for the day. Also choosing a
dessert that is everyone’s dream. Save your seat today. Cost includes lunch,
dessert of your choice and transportation.
REGISTER NOW!!! COST $86.00 per person

May 23 & 24, 2020 - Kentucky Derby Experience - Louisville, KY Stay

overnight at the Hampton Inn in Clarksville, Indiana - Horses, hats and lots of
fun! This is going to be a very unique trip - with an experience like no other, we
visit the Kentucky Derby Museum, watch live racing at Churchill Downs, seating
in Millionaires Row or Skye Terrace, with a fabulous chef’s buffet lunch, attend
a dinner theater performance at the Derby Dinner Theatre, and so much more.
Please save your spot now!!

COST $395.00 per single - $310.00 double per person - $290.00 triple per person - $275.00 quad per person.

We Now Accept Discover, MasterCard, and Visa.

Gallery talks are another
key component at Cedarhurst.
“Sometimes I have the artist give a gallery talk, sometimes I give a gallery talk,
most times, I write a short
essay on the works relationships to history,” Freeman
said. “Jennifer, Carrie and I
will sometimes try to coordinate and relate to each other’s educational programs.”
Accessibility is a key focus
for Freeman when it comes to
gallery talks or any program.
“The most fundamental
component of our educational philosophy is having
the visual language of artists
be something that the audiences we serve can relate
to, put into their own words,
and have some kind of relevance to their lives. My approach to gallery talks, or
any other educational program, is to consider first
what our audiences need
to know,” Freeman said.
“The point of art museum
educational programs is to
give the audience the content and let them decide for
themselves.”
While many of their programs happen on a consistent basis, Cedarhurst also
offers annual opportunities
for families to take the leap
into learning about art.
“Our annual WSIU family event is a great partnership that introduces many
families to Cedarhurst and
the quality educational programming offered on PBS.
We have had dinosaurs, Curious George and Elmo visit
Cedarhurst. It is always a
fun filled afternoon,” Sarver
said.
The Beck Family Center,
which has already been a
driving force for younger
children to get into art, was
remodeled at the end of 2018
and Sarver explained how
the appeal of the gallery can
apply to anyone.
“The Beck Family Center
and gallery provides exhibitions that are accessible to
children, yet still enjoyed by
all ages. The art and interactive components are vehicles to promote discussion
about art and its place in
the world,” Sarver said. “It
is a wonderful space to be
engaged in the arts, I think
you can be 100 or one and
still learn something about

Celebrating Our 51st Year Of
Providing Experience, Integrity And
Uncompromising Service To Families

HUGHEY
Funeral
Home
Since 1969

1314 Main • PO Box 721 • Mt. Vernon, IL

618-242-3348

www.hugheyfh.com

When we lose someone or something we love, grief must be allowed
to do its work. Although it hurts deeply, grief is a natural extension
of life and love. Part of the grief process is sharing the story of life.
At Legacy Monuments, we’re honored to help write life’s stories in stone, a lasting legacy to honor
the life of those you love. Our experienced staff has been helping families with funeral choices for
many years. We now welcome the opportunity to help you design a lasting memorial that helps you
share your story of life and love. For more information call 242-3348.

art and creativity from this
space.”
Gibbs is the curator of
the Regenhardt Gallery
at Shrode Art Center. She
explained her involvement
with the gallery and the opportunities it presents.
“This provides me with
an opportunity to work
closely with artists in our
region and showcase their
work in a beautiful exhibition space. When we host
an Art Chat our goal is to
help visitors appreciate the
artwork more,” Gibbs said.
“We discuss how the artwork is made, the processes
involved, the many hours
of devotion the artist has
to their craft, as well as the
artist‘s concepts and ideas
and what they’re hoping to
express through their work.”
Two standout programs
for adults and learning
about the arts are Art, Coffee & Conversation (AC&C)
and the Cedarhurst Book
Club.
“AC&C is simply a chance
for people to connect with
each other and talk about
art. We have a wonderful
group of participants with
various backgrounds. You
don’t have to be an artist or
know anything about art to
be a part of the conversation. Everyone is welcome,”
Sarver said. “Our book club
is unique to the region, as
its focus is on books that
have some relation to art.

One of our members is a retired math professor and he
has stated that he likes the
book club because they are
books he might not personally choose for himself but
enjoys. I think the variety of
books selected for the group
offers members a chance
to expand their boundaries
of what they normally read.
The books are good but the
people are better. I love the
friends that I have made because of this program. We
always have a lively and
great conversation.”
Freeman explained what
stands out to him when it
comes to hosting these programs.
“What stands out most is
that our audiences are gen-

uinely interested in the arts.
They are curious, ask questions, and share their own
knowledge and experience,”
Freeman said. said. “My
conversations with our audiences have quite often enlightened my own perspective.”
Gibbs explained that the
importance of art is the connections it can create.
“I believe making art connects us all; In our families,
our communities, around
the world, and throughout
history,” Gibbs said. “I believe that in the modern
world making art really matters today more than ever.
Tapping into our creativity
shows us new possibilities.”
jjones@morningsentinel.com
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AFTER SCHOOL ART — Cedarhurst After School Art Instructor Kristina Klein, RIGHT, demonstrates some drawing
techniques for students during an After School Art Time class at the Cedarhurst Center for the Arts. Cedarhurst
offers a variety of programs for both children and adults to learn about art.
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atmosphere of this event really allows participants to
enjoy themselves and be in
the moment while they are
creating art. Beyond programming, our galleries and
grounds are a great place
for families to explore and
learn about art.”
Freeman explained his
role in the educational process at Cedarhurst.
“My role at Cedarhurst
is three-fol: to care for the
permanent collection of
art which has historical
paintings by Mary Cassatt,
Thomas Eakins and George
Bellows,” Freeman said. “The
word curator derives from
“to care for.” Two related responsibilities include creating temporary, three-month
long exhibitions based on
the art of contemporary visual artists who have something important to say about
living in today’s world. And I
care for the sculpture park.
These three responsibilities
can only come to life if the
curator can adequately put
into words what these visuals works of art are trying to
say. That is the educational
component of curating.”

Chevy - Chrysler - Toyota - Dodge - Buick - Ford • We service Chevy - Chrysler - Toyota - Dodge - Buick - Ford • We service Chevy - Chrysler -

changes on the way I deliver
my message based on the
age group I am working
with, but my actual demonstration of an art technique
or process is fairly similar,”
Gibbs said. “I love teaching
our youngest class, to the
toddler age group. They
come in so excited and I love
the joy on their faces of discovering art and learning
new songs, it seems almost
magical.”
Gibbs has been an art
teacher since 2006. She said
that through her experience, her teaching style has
grown and she is proud of
the sound curriculum that
she has been able to help develop at Cedarhurst.
“At the end of the day, after I have been teaching a
class, or workshop, I feel
that I have done something
meaningful,” Gibbs said.
“Working with people directly and helping them discover their own creativity
is very rewarding and I’m
grateful to have a career in
art education.”
Cedarhurst’s presence in
schools and holding classes
is only the tip of the iceberg,
when it comes to educational opportunities.
“Cedarhurst offers a variety of opportunities to engage children and adults
with art. I encourage everyone to explore our website
and follow us on Facebook
to get an idea of the breadth
of our programming. Cedarhurst’s Family Fun Day is a
great example of a program
where children and adults
can work together to create
a work of art to take home,”
Sarver said. “The relaxed
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CEDARHURST CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Photos by Stephen Peeck

Celebrating 50 Years in Real Estate Based on Honesty

Founded in 1970 by
John Cross and Mike Davidson

Dorothy Wood, GRI
Owner
Licensed since 1986
Joined Cross Davidson 1986
Top Producing Agent
Multiple Yrs
Purchased company 1999

Brian Wood, GRI SRS
Licensed Since 2008
Joined Cross Davidson 2007
Managing Broker of Operations 2014

Current location at 4140 Broadway St, Mt. Vernon
for over 40 years.
A founding principle for the two owners was Honesty.

“If we learned of any agent saying something not true,
they were out of there.” - John Cross

Top Producing Agent last 10 yrs
Attended Field Grade and MVTHS
Lived 17 Years in California
(San Francisco and San Diego)

Married to Lyle Wood for 59 yrs
Two sons: Brent (married to Liz,
sons, Blake and Grant) and Brian

Enjoys travel.

Enjoying snowbird status
in Florida

Lettie Johnson

Broker
Licensed Since 2004
Joined Cross Davidson 2001
Admin Assistant from 2001
Active Selling Broker from 2014

15184 N. Summit Ln
$239,000 3BR/2 BA
5,644 Sq Ft

Open floor plan, basement, lake access

Attended Field Grade and MVTHS
Married to Kenny Johnson for 33 yrs
Two kids: Karissa (married to Ryan,
son, Theo) and Dillon
Enjoys time with family.

17258 N. Clear Ln
$425,000 123.7 Acres
Pole Barn/Lake

Gorgeous fenced acreage with potential for
building sites

4140 Broadway @ 42nd St. • Mt. Vernon, IL • (618) 242-1234 • www.crossdavidson.com

