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APPEAL ~ SUPPORT

cedarhurst

CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Fore more than 50 years, Cedarhurst has been bringing
together the people of southern lllinois for art, culture,
and community!

What started as a two-room museum founded by local
philanthropists has grown into a cultural mecca
featuring five art galleries, indoor and outdoor concerts,
hands-on art classes, community outreach, an
interactive family center, and outdoor sculpture park.
Cedarhurst is focusing on its role as a regional
institution, expanding marketing efforts for existing
programs and charting new territory with programs like
Thursday Night Live, The Happening, and The Lights.

Cedarhurst has earned its reputation as a first-rate,
nationally accredited cultural institution, but we need
your help to keep it that way. As a nonprofit
organization, we seek the help of regional businesses
and individuals to sponsor these efforts and help offset
our costs. We believe in Arts for All, and hope you will
help in this mission.

We are proud to boast so many individuals and
businesses as Cedarhurst supporters. We hope you
will join us to inspire all ages and enhance the quality
of life for people in southern lllinois.
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BONAN GALLERY

The Cedarhurst Collections:

Innovation and Tradition in American Art

(vear-round)

The exceptional group of American paintings, works on paper, and sculpture
in Cedarhurst’s Permanent Collection has made Mt. Vernon one of the most
remarkable small towns in the U.S. The collection

was largely formed between the 1940s and
1960s by John and Eleanor Mitchell, a
prosperous Mt. Vernon couple who acquired
major works by Thomas Eakins, Mary Cassatt,
Childe Hassam, John Singer Sargent, George
Bellows, Robert Henri, William Glackens, and
others. These artists have since proven to be
among the most crucial figures not only in the development of American
painting, but in the greater history of art.

The Mitchells knew their collection would enrich the cultural life of southern
lllinois. Since opening the Mitchell Museum in 1973, Cedarhurst staff have
continued to acquire regional artworks that add to the founders’ original
mission. This expanded gallery exhibition showcases Cedarhurst’s varied
collections and is distinguished by five sections:

The Ashcan School

Most of the paintings left to southern lllinois by John and Eleanor Mitchell are by

Ashcan School artists. These creative thinkers challenged the “normal” artistic
standards of their time, paving the way for future modern artists to portray the
realities of everyday life.

Modern & Postmodern Art

Cedarhurst’s Ashcan School artists were lead organizers in introducing modern
art to America, and the museum collections contain several examples.

The Art of the Midwest

Many of the artworks acquired by Cedarhurst since the Mitchell Museum opened

in 1973 reflect Regionalism, or American Scene Painting. Midwestern artists

highlight American ingenuity, values, and landscapes through various mediums.

Paul Strand & Modern Photography
One of the giants of modern Photography, Paul Strand is represented through

two portfolios, 20 total works, in Cedarhurst’s collection. His photographs broke

with conventional photography and influenced future giants Ansel Adams and
Edward Weston.

Neoclassicism

The Mitchell Museum itself, with marble facade and Greco-Roman architecture,
is the perfect example of neoclassicism.

support
cedarhurst!

$7,500
Annual Gallery

Sponsor

Support the Arts! Promote the
Cedarhurst Permanent Collection with
yearly sponsorship support. Gallery
sponsors will receive annual logo
recognition in the gallery-plus other
sponsor benefits, including free
admission for employees, discounts
on facility rental, and more.



NEW SEMANTICS

contemporary art gallery

Cedarhurst Biennial 31

(June 28 - September 21, 2025)

The Cedarhurst Biennial, formerly the Southern lllinois Artists Open
Competition and Exhibition, has been a tradition at Cedarhurst since 1974.
The Biennial has featured works of art by hundreds of Southern lllinois
artists and provides a good way to assess what is significant and happening
in the world today, be it abroad, across the nation, or right here at home.
Our prizes awarded each year total $3,250.

Sponsored by Bill and Sylvia Howard

The Art in Artificial Intelligence

(October 4 - January 11, 2025)

Artificial Intelligence in the last two decades has evolved to become the go-
to technology for science, economic growth, and the cultural arts. This
exhibition proposes to explore how artists are embracing the new
technologies and what they find useful and different than what came before.
This is a structural look at artificial intelligence through the eyes of visual
artists. Considerations will be given to the economic, social, cultural, and
historical points of view.

Cedarhurst High School Art Competition

(January 25 - March 8, 2026)

Inspired by the Scholastic Art Awards, Cedarhurst works with regional high
schools to select and showcase the work of southern lllinois students. Since
1974, Cedarhurst has been a regional host for high school artwork, a very
important opportunity for young artists as they develop and hone their
talents with an eye towards further study at the university level.

Sponsored by Bill and Barbara Beck, and Bill and Sylvia Howard

The Semiotics of Sacred Geometries: Benjamin Lowder
(March 21 - June 14, 2026)
Semiotics is the study of signs and
how they represent meaning. How we
understand signs comes from social
and cultural backgrounds. Lowder is

a practicing painter and sculptor and
the founder of Cherokee Street Gallery
in St. Louis. He transforms wood and
vintage signs into sacred geometry
inspired by architecture and semiotics.

support
cedarhurst!

$750 Exhibit Cosponsor
Support one of this year's exhibitions
in the New Semantics Gallery!
Benéefits include:

. Name recognition on select
exhibition and any accompanying
promotions

. Name recognition in the
Cedarhurst Arts Insider

. Invitation to Gather at the
Galleries and celebrate select
exhibition and sponsorship

$1,500 Exhibit sponsor
Exhibit sponsors, in addition to the
cosponsor benefits listed above,
receive:
. free admission for all company
employees during exhibition
. Name/Company listing on annual
Donor Plaque and in Biennial
Report
. Discount on rental of Cedarhurst
facilities
. Invitation to the annual Evening of
Appreciation

$6,000

Annual Gallery Sponsor
Support the arts! Sponsor the New
Semantics Contemporary Art Gallery
and receive yearlong logo recognition
in the gallery - plus other sponsor
benefits, including exhibition previews,
discounts on facility rental, and more.

Hunt and Donna Bonan

WSIU @1:npr

POWERED BY YOU










































