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Cedarhurst
High School Art Competition

The tradition continues ~ 2026 marks the 5Ist year that Cedarhurst has organized a juried
student art competition and exhibition for regional high school students, exhibiting their
artworks in a museum gallery. In 2025 we launched our very own Cedarhurst High School
Art Competition to increase and improve engagement for regional high schools,
streamline participation, and offer cash awards to participating students.

Our new student awards program continues this year as we present a total of 27 cash
awards to student artists at the opening reception on January 24.

We also continue our longstanding tradition of awarding the Administrative Counselor
Scholarship for the Best Senior Portfolio, awarded to a student continuing their education
in the arts.

Congratulations to the 16 southern Illinois schools (up from 10 last year) represented in
this year's exhibition: Anna-Jonesboro Community High School, Benton Consolidated
High School, Carbondale Community High School, Carmi-White County High School,
Christopher High School, Cisne High School, Edwards County High School, Elverado High
School, Fairfield Community High School, Goreville High School, Harrisburg High School,
Massac County High School, Mt. Vernon Township High School, Murphysboro High School,
Nashville Community High School, and New Athens High School.

We thank this year's jury panel: Michael Aldag, Katrina Bauer, Judy Mason, and Daniel
Overturf for their participation and support of arts education.

For her support, we thank Administrative Counselor committee representative Alaina
Cusumano for her thoughtful insight into the scholarship award.

As always, we thank Tracy Schilling, our high school exhibition coordinator, who worked
diligently to make sure every student and every teacher received the support needed to
ensure participation.

Education is the heart of Cedarhurst's mission, and we are proud to continue highlighting
the artistic endeavors of southern Illinois students. This program and others combine to
make Cedarhurst a valuable, regional educational resource, impacting nearly 15,000
students annually.

Rusty Freeman
Director of Visual Arts
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High school art competitions play a
vital role in fostering creativity, self-
expression, and confidence among
young artists.

These events go beyond merely
showcasing talent; they provide a
platform where students can explore
diverse styles, experiment with new
techniques, and engage in healthy
competition that drives artistic growth.

Beyond individual benefits, art
competitions contribute to a vibrant
school culture by encouraging dialogue
and appreciation of visual arts. They
remind us of the power of art to
communicate ideas, evoke emotions,
and bring communities together.

Whether through painting, sculpture,
photography, or digital design,
competitions allow students to voice
their unique perspectives and connect
with others in meaningful ways.



Competition Awards

The Cedarhurst High School Art Competition judging is a two-part process. The first round
curates the exhibition from the student submissions of digital images of their work. In the
second round, the judges select the award recipients by viewing the artworks in person.

2026 Competition Jury Panel

Michael Aldag is a local artist who has Judy Mason taught art for 33 years at Mt.
exhibited in numerous regional group and Vernon Township High School and an

solo exhibitions. He is a graduate of additional six years at Kell Grade School.
Columbus College of Art & Design and has She is an active creative artist and is an art
received numerous awards for his drawing, instructor at the Shrode Art Center here at
painting, and photography art. Cedarhurst.

Katrina Bauer is a local award-winning Daniel Overturf is Professor Emeritus at
painter and formerly owned Gallery 223 in Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Mt. Vernon. She was commissioned by the where he taught in the Cinema and

City of Mt. Vernon to paint the 145 ft. full Photography Department from 1990 to 2021.
color mural that is adjacent to the United Overturf has traveled to photograph many
States Post Office on Tenth Street. countries throughout the world, coauthored

four books on photography, and continues
to pursue his passion in the field.

Awards
2026 Cedarhurst High School Ceremony,
Art Competition Awards SAT. JAN. 24

6:00 pm
Art Scholarship - $2,000 Mitchell Museum

» Cedarhurst Administrative Counselors

Performance Hall

- Best of Show - $200

Best of Two-Dimensional Art Best of Three-Dimensional Art
- First Place - $100 - First Place - $100

- Second Place - $75 - Second Place - $75

- Third Place - $50 - Third Place - $50

- 20 Honorable Mention awards - $20 each



The John R. and Eleanor R. Mitchell Foundation
Administrative Counselor Scholarship

The Cedarhurst Administrative Counselor Committee
of the Mitchell Foundation is proud to award
an annual art school scholarship
to an aspiring high school student artist.

The one-year scholarship is awarded to a high school senior
pursuing art at the university level.
The student is chosen by the jury panel and an
Administrative Counselor representative from the
art portfolio competition submissions.

2026 PORTFOLIO ENTRIES

Each student portfolio contains six works of art often with a central theme,
style, or concept that ties the work together.

Hope Boker (12) Portfolio entry. Lauren Jake Korando (12) Portfolio entry. Levi
Williams, Teacher, Christopher High School Biedermann, Teacher, Carbondale

Community High School
Faith Coates (12) Portfolio entry. Sarah Wittig,

Teacher, Massac Co. High School Jianna Westerfield (12) Portfolio entry.
Jennifer Ingram Teacher, Goreville High
School

By participating in student competitions,
students not only gain recognition for
their hard work but also develop critical
skills such as time management,
perseverance, and the ability to accept
constructive feedback.

Moreover, competitions often open doors
to scholarships, internships, and future
career opportunities in the creative field,
inspiring students to pursue their passion
with greater commitment.

Hazel Vanderlinden, recipient of the 2025
Administrative Counselor Scholarship award



» Anna - Jonesboro Community High School =«

Kurt Petrich (12)
Natures Factory, sculpture
Isabella Burkhardt, Teacher

Kurt Petrich (12)
Complexion, ink and
colored pencil on paper
Isabella Burkhardt, Teacher

= Benton Consolidated High School = Liltian Jones (11)
Woman 2, marker and ink
Seiger Shurtz, Teacher

» Carbondale Community High School -

Danica Morgan (12)
Creative Drought, acrylic
Isabella Burkhardt, Teacher

Falyn Draves (11)

Biology of a Globe,
mixed media

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Connor Gulrandsen (12)
Self Portrait, mixed media
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Keagan Hansen (10)
Self Portrait, charcoal
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Keagan Hansen (10)
Starry Mind, mixed media
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Keagan Hansen (10)
Magic of a Book,

mixed media

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Maleigha Harris (12)

The Rainmaker,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Magnus Kensler (12)
Rusty Sprinkler,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Kharryon McCory (11)
Disturbed, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Kharryon McCory (11)
Tranquility, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Clayton McKinney (9)
Sunset, photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Rhys McNally (12)
Dark Leaf, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Ariel Robinson (12)

Early Morning,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Ariel Robinson (12)
Hallucination,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Ariel Robinson (12)

A Long Day's Work,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

= Carmi-White County High School =

Caroline Simmons (12)
The Fields Remember,
colored pencil

Hillary Cee, Teacher

Caroline Simmons (12)
Skull and Sunflower,
charcoal

Hillary Cee, Teacher

Caroline Simmons (12)
Waiting for the Ride,
colored pencil

Hillary Gee, Teacher
Jaya Smith (12)

The Workout, colored
pencil

Hillary Gee, Teacher

Wyatt Schuler (11)
Shadow, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Jeremy Steinhauer (11)
Pillsbury Factory,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Jeremy Steinhauer (11)
Receipt Rollers,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Marley Suggs (11)
Makanda Wall,
photography

Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Kylah Walls (12)

Bloody Hands, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Kylah Walls (12)

Portrait, photography
Levi Biedermann, Teacher
Indigo Wigfall (9)

A Principle Elevation,
mixed media

Levi Biedermann, Teacher

Jaya Smith (12)
Wheels, Leather, and
Time, colored pencil
Hillary Gee, Teacher



» (continued) Carmi-White County High School =

Jayci Spencer (12)
Boots and Roots,
colored pencil
Hillary Gee, Teacher

Jayci Spencer (12)

Self Portrait with Bow,
colored pencil

Hillary Gee, Teacher

Christopher High School -

Hope Boker (12)

One Curious Fawn, digital
photography

Lauren Williams, Teacher
Marlen Gil-Sanchez (12)
The Painted Soul, oil paint
Lauren Williams, Teacher

Cisne High School =

Marissa Jennings (12)
Over the Rainbow, digital
photography

Lauren Williams, Teacher
Marissa Jennings (12)
Evergrove, digital
photography

Lauren Williams, Teacher

Alexia Stine (10)

Justice Nelson (10)
Slithering, scratchboard
Lauren Williams, Teacher

Electric Blue, pen and alcohol marker

Heather Oldendorf, Teacher

Edwards County High School =

Grace Brand (11)
American Dream,
watercolor on paper
Amy Bowser, Teacher

Audrey Greatline (12)
Perseverance, colored
pencil on paper

Amy Bowser, Teacher

Laureli Seibert (11)
Nazareth, acrylic paint
Amy Bowser, Teacher

Adriel Short (12)

Still Force, colored pencil

on paper
Amy Bowser, Teacher

Elverado High School = Juliet Patrick (11)

Monster, mixed media

Maddison Dorsey, Teacher

Fairfield Community High School -

Addison Kiktavy (12)
Sweet Surrender, oil on
canvas

Natalie Hurd, Teacher

Addison Kiktavy (12)
Cat with Fish, oil on canvas
Natalie Hurd, Teacher

Evan McNeil (12)
Senior White, ceramic
Natalie Hurd, Teacher
Evan McNeil (12)
Beov, cerami

Natalie Hurd, Teacher

Kayci Thompson (12)
Wounds for Liberty,
marker and colored pencil
Amy Bowser, Teacher

Kayci Thompson (12)

Larissa, pencil on paper
Amy Bowser, Teacher

Evan McNeil (12)
Obstrepeve, mixed media
Natalie Hurd, Teacher
Oliva Ward (12)

Honey Bee, ceramic
Natalie Hurd, Teacher



= Goreville High School =«

Katie Futia (12)

Glittering Lights,
photography

Jennifer Ingram, Teacher
Kaitlyn Kelley (12)

Pretty in Pink, fabric
Jennifer Ingram, Educator

Jianna Westerfield (12)
Momma and Baby
Ducking, colored pencil,
alcohol marker

Jennifer Ingram, Educator

Harrisburg High School =«

Brianna Barnhill (9)
Bella, graphite
Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Kai Decker (12)

Tired, graphite

Sara DeNeal, Teacher
Olivia DeVisser (11)
Sisters, graphite

Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Cheyenne Durham (12)
Breakout, cut paper
Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Cheyenne Durham (12)
Smiling Friends:
Halloween Special,
pen and ink

Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Sophia Lin (12)

The Sounds of Car Tires
Splashing Through
Puddles, oil on canvas
Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Sophia Lin (12)
Self-Reflection, acrylic on
canvas

Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Sophia Lin (12)

Life Blood of an Artist,
graphite

Sara DeNeal, Teacher
Chloee Middleton (12)
Grandma's Purse, colored
pencil & pen

Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Massac County High School =

Bell Bruhn (10)
Self-Portrait, oil pastel
Sarah Wittig, Teacher

Winter Daniels (10)
Robbie, photography
Sarah Wittig, Teacher
Cadence Douglas (11)
Psyche, collage
Sarah Wittig, Teacher

Gemma Farley (11)
Graeae, papier mache,
yarn, acrylic

Sarah Wittig, Teacher

Karmin Flanary (11)
Beetle, prismacolor
Sarah Wittig, Teacher
Madi Frazine (1)
Exposed, collage
Sarah Wittig, Teacher
Faith Koch (11)

Mask, stoneware
Sarah Wittig, Teacher
Natalie Kowalczik (11)
Patchwork, sewn fabric
Sarah Wittig, Teacher

Jianna Westerfield (12)
Resting in Radiance,
colored pencil, marker
Jennifer Ingram, Teacher

Jianna Westerfield (12)
Sly Disparity, scratch art
Jennifer Ingram, Teacher

Dwiti Patel (12)
Cherries, acrylic on canvas
Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Madalyn Poore (11)

Cow Skull, wire, wood, paint
Sara DeNeal, Teacher
Sarah Read (12)

Reaching for the Light,
wire, wood, & acrylic paint
Sara DeNeal, Teacher
Elizabeth Sandoval (10)
Jermaine and Me, graphite
Sara DeNeal, Teacher

Marlie Patton-Prescott (10)
Maci, photography

Sarah Wittig, Teacher
Allison Seibert (12)
Cupcake, stoneware
Sarah Wittig, Teacher



» Mt. Vernon Township High School =

Madison Backues (9)
Who's There, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Ilsa Bauer (9)
Firmament, ceramic
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Lochlyn Bell (9)
Vital Emptiness, acrylic
Matt Cholson, Teacher

Lochlyn Bell (9)
Memory Waves, acrylic
paint, sand, buttons
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Esme Bernard (9)
Judgement, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Zhyaria Blakemore White (9)
Red Foil, ceramic,
underglaze & mid fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Faye Bliffen (12)

Glimpse Through The Web,
charcoal

Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Faye Bliffen (12)

Coping, pencil

Jerod Kessler, Teacher
Faye Bliffen (12)
Yamaga, ceramic
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Faye Billion (12)

Intruders of the Past,
ceramic, spray paint, paint
Crystal Michels, Teacher
Cater Boling (10)

Neon Pop, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher
Bria Bradford (10)

Laced in Lacuna, charcoal
and pastel

Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Bria Bradford (10)
Reflected Vision, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Bria Bradford (10)

Fired Lumber, ceramic,
underglaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Bria Bradford (10)

The Four Heavenly Kings,
ceramic, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Crimson Browning (9)
My Heart is Buried in
Venice, acrylic paint,
cardboard, cork board
Matt Cholson, Teacher

Byron Burnett (10)
Contraption Of Culture,
ceramic, mid fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Caleah Burns (11)
Stonehenge, acrylic paint,
cork, paper maché

Matt Gholson, Teacher

Ariannah Burzynski (11)
Daisy, colored pencil
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Josie Colle (9)
Blue Breeze, ceramic
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Carter Delaney (10)
Sapling, ceramic
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Carter Delaney (10)
Susteel, ceramic
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Jayden Edburg (9)
Spiritus, ceramic,

low fire glaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Abigail Ferrell (12)
Serenity, ceramic,
underglaze, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Annabell Gambill (10)
City by the Ocean, acrylic
paint, cork, string

Matt Gholson, Teacher

Rylee Goins (10)
The Chosen, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Rylee Goins (10)
Sunrise Paddle, acrylic
Matt CGholson, Teacher

Harper Graham (10)
Locked Out, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Harper Graham (10)
Time Forgot, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Hannah Hampton (11)
Spiraling Life, ceramic, mid
fire glaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Quincy Hillard (10)
Lost in Thought,
photography

Matt Gholson, Teacher
Victoria Jackson (12)
Idolization, pencil
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Azayla Jones (12)
Breaking Rules,
photography

Matt Gholson, Teacher



= (continued) Mt. Vernon Township High School =

Deziare Jones (12)
Pink Overload, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Imari Jones (9)

Rich Roots, Starving Tree,
ceramic, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Maggie Merkel (9)
Copperwood, ceramic, mid
fire glaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Dalton Mullins (9)
Why Me, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Silas Newell (10)
Windows of Time, ceramic
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

MacKenzie Newman (12)
Blossoming Flower, ceramic,
underglaze, clear glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

MacKenzie Newman (12)
Inside the Mind, ceramic,
underglaze, clear glaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Avery Owens (10)
Shattered, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Oliver Pallazo (10)
Cactus Pals, digital 3D
modeling

Matt Gholson, Teacher

Cheyenne Palmer (11)
Dearly Missed, digital
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Alyson Petersen (11)
Burned Out, charcoal,
pastel

Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Alyson Petersen (11)
Archie, pen and ink
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Alyson Petersen (11)
Blue Tides, ceramic,
underglaze, clear glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Brodie Phillips (9)
The Look, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Isla Plemons (10)
Electric Spark, photogrpahy
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Isla Plemons (10)
Plagued, charcoal
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Isla Plemons (10)
Radiant Light, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Isla Plemons (10)

Lighter Than Air,
photography

Matt Gholson, Teacher
Kaylee Pollard (12)
Renaissance in Blue and
White, ceramic, underglaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Alex Prost (9)

The Sound of Music,
ceramic, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Nelwyn Reynolds (!0)
Alone, photography
Matt Gholson, Teacher

Brylee Richardson (10)
Life Struck, ceramic, low
fire glaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Hailey Roberts

Flower Platter, ceramic,
underglaze

Crystal Michels, Teacher

Marley Roddey (10)
Flowers, ceramic,
underglaze, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher

Landon Shepard (12)
Basketball Net,
photography

Matt Gholson, Teacher
Grayden Shively (12)
Autumn Castle, digital 3D
modeling

Matt Gholson, Teacher

Landon Snow (9)

Angry Father, acrylic paint
Matt Gholson, Teacher
Elizabeth Thomas (12)
Silly Love, pen and ink
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Shaelyn Ulrich (11)

A Delightful Reminder, oil
pastel / marker

Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Shaelyn Ulrich (11)
Spiral of Bugs, chalk pastel
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Shaelyn Ulrich (11)
Natural Decay, oil pastel
Jerod Kessler, Teacher

Callie Vaughn (11)
Happy Cacti, digital 3D
modeling

Matt Gholson, Teacher

Ashton Wagner (11)
Swagger Express, ceramic,
underglaze, low fire glaze
Crystal Michels, Teacher



» Murphysboro High School =

Kaitlyn McCann (11)
Mother's Patience, pencil
Catlin Langellier, Teacher

Kaitlyn McCann (11)

Bye Doggie, watercolor
and ink

Catlin Langellier, Teacher

Kaitlyn McCann (11)
Packing West, watercolor
and acrylic

Catlin Langellier, Teacher

Nashville High School

Anna Carr (12)
Abstraction, magazine
photo collage

Danielle Schultz, Teacher

Lane Davies (12)
Gilligan, photography
Danielle Schultz, Teacher

Oliver McElya (11)
Recomposition, ceramic,
polymer, antler, moss
Catlin Langellier, Teacher
Ava Stuemke (12)
Tacomy, acrylic

Catln Langellier, Teacher
Ava Stuemke (12)

Stu Bug, acrylic

Catlin Langellier, Teacher

Annelise Shubert (12)
Butter, acrylic on paper
Danielle Schultz, Teacher

R.L. Waldman (11)
Grandparent's House,
photography

Danielle Schultz, Teacher

New Athens High School =

Payton Cleamer (11)
Ladybug, oil pastel

Laura Simoneaux, Teacher
Anya Colyott (11)

Untitled, watercolor
Laura Simoneaux, Teacher

Sarah Fisher (12)
Untitled, acrylic on canvas
Laura Simoneaux, Teacher

Maggy Swiney (12)
Maggy Jr, charcoal
Laura Simoneaux, Teacher

Investing time and resources in
student focused art opportunities
means investing in the next generation
of artists, thinkers, and innovators who
will shape the world through creativity.

Natalia Schmitt, recipient of the
2025 Best of Show award

Ava Stuemke (12)
Jeeper, watercolor
Catlin Langellier, Teacher

R.L. Waldman (1)
Onion Bug, photography
Danielle Schultz, Teacher

Izzy Zgonina (10)
C+K, acrylic on paper
Danielle Schultz, Teacher

Maggy Swiney (12)
Earth, gouache on paper
Laura Simoneaux, Teacher

Maggy Swiney (12)
Life, acrylic on canvas
Laura Simoneaux, Teacher
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